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Executive Director Letter

As I write this, I am currently just 8 months into my role as Executive Director of
Memories for Kids. My initial goals were to increase awareness of Memories for
Kids to gain more referrals for families we could serve. We were significantly
impacted by the travel decline during the COVID pandemic and needed to revive
our community awareness and travel experiences for creating memories. We did
just that during the second half of 2023. What follows in this report will show a
complete return to prior levels of memories completed, and an even stronger
comeback on referrals.

While this is fantastic news, this also means that our fundraising efforts will
become even more important as we prepare to meet the demands and
opportunities of increased awareness and referrals.  We have never turned away a
family memory for lack of funds. We executed several events in 2023 to help fund
our mission:

Trivia Night
Cinco de Mayo Day of Celebration and Giving
Topgolf for a Top Cause
Tribute Campaign

Throughout 2023, we were able to create 26 memories for children with a parent
facing stage IV cancer. Fourteen families were able to take a break from cancer
and create travel experience memories. Children of twelve families received
special keepsake items, such as necklaces or keyrings with their parent’s
fingerprint and signature engraved. I am proud of the impact our organization has
had, and look forward to continued growth, thanks to the support of many
businesses and individuals.

Many thanks to the Governing Board for their continued support and direction. I
would also like to thank the Guild Board, who continues to be the largest
fundraising support for Memories for Kids. Both are crucial to the success of the
organization. I would also like to express gratitude for the Youth Advisory Board
and College Advisory Board, who work to bring awareness and fundraise amongst
the young adult population in the community. 

I’m very much looking forward to 2024 and all that this year has in store!

Thank You, 

Megan Riebe Reay

OVERALL SUMMARY 
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GOVERNING BOARD 2023
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Memories for Kids rel ies on volunteers to serve its mission,  enhance program
efficiency,  and insti l l  the spir it  of giving in the Omaha community.  Our
Governing Board is composed of dedicated individuals who are passionate
about providing memorable experiences to children who have a parent with
stage IV cancer.  These volunteers share the common goal of making a posit ive
impact on the l ives of these children and their famil ies .



SINCE THE
BEGINNING

IN 2023

Memories for Kids is  a charitable organization committed to creating l i felong
memories for children who have a parent with stage IV cancer.  The mission has
been made possible by the overwhelming support of our community,  and
allows Memories for Kids to serve al l  of  Nebraska and western Iowa.  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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Number of Memories per Year



LIFELONG MEMORIES
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In 2023,  Memories for Kids was able to create 26 cherished memories for
children with parents facing stage IV cancer.  Among them, 14 famil ies were
able to take a much-needed break from the demands of cancer and embark on
unforgettable travel experiences.  Additionally ,  12 children received special
keepsake items, such as necklaces or keyrings,  engraved with their  parent's
f ingerprint and signature.  Memories for Kids takes immense pride in the
posit ive impact the organization has and appreciates the generous support of
numerous businesses and individuals .  Looking ahead, Memories for Kids aims to
expand efforts and create even more meaningful memories for famil ies in need.
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GUILD BOARD
M e m o r i e s  F o r  K i d s  G u i l d  B o a r d  p u t s  t h e

F U N  i n  f u n d r a i s i n g !  M F K  G u i l d  B o a r d

m e m b e r s  a r e  a  g r o u p  o f  c o m m u n i t y

v o l u n t e e r s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e

m i s s i o n  o f  M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s  t h r o u g h

v o l u n t e e r i s m ,  f u n d r a i s i n g ,  a n d

p r o m o t i n g  c o m m u n i t y  a w a r e n e s s  t o

h e l p  c r e a t e  l i f e l o n g  m e m o r i e s  f o r

c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a v e  a  p a r e n t  w i t h  s t a g e

I V  c a n c e r .   T h e  G u i l d  B o a r d  m e m b e r s

m a k e  a n  i m p a c t  i n  f a m i l i e s  l i v e s  a n d

p r o v i d e  a  b r e a k  f r o m  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f

n a v i g a t i n g  a  c a n c e r  j o u r n e y .   T h e  G u i l d

B o a r d  p l a n s  a n d  e x e c u t e s  i t s  l a r g e s t

f u n d r a i s e r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  a  D a y  o f

G i v i n g  o n  o r  n e a r  C i n c o  d e  M a y o ,  a s

w e l l  a s  a  T r i v i a  N i g h t  e v e n t  a n d  s e v e r a l

d i n e - o u t  e v e n t s  e a c h  y e a r .

T h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  e v e n t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s ,

M F K  G u i l d  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  w o r k

t i r e l e s s l y  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  t h a t  g o  t o w a r d s

p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  o n c e - i n -

a - l i f e t i m e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l

c h e r i s h  f o r e v e r .  F r o m  t r i p s  t o

a m u s e m e n t  p a r k s ,  t o  f a m i l y  v a c a t i o n s

a n d  s p e c i a l  o u t i n g s ,  M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s

s t r i v e s  t o  c r e a t e  l a s t i n g  m e m o r i e s  t h a t

b r i n g  j o y  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  t o  f a m i l i e s  w h o

a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  r e a l i t i e s

o f  c a n c e r .  T h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  G u i l d  B o a r d

i s  c r u c i a l  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e s e

f a m i l i e s  w i t h  a  m u c h - n e e d e d  b r e a k

f r o m  t h e  s t r e s s e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f

c o p i n g  w i t h  a  l o v e d  o n e ' s  i l l n e s s .  B y

s u p p o r t i n g  M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s ,  y o u  c a n

m a k e  a  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f

f a m i l i e s  w h o  n e e d  i t  m o s t .



SPRING EVENT
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TOTAL RAISED  $97,465. 

Without the Guild Board’s support ,  Memories for Kids would not be able to
continue its mission.  The Guild Board’s dedication to this cause is inspir ing and
its hard work is greatly appreciated. The funds raised from this event go
towards creating l i felong memories.  MFK is honored to have such a wonderful
group of supporters and we cannot thank them enough. 
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A Jeff Hanson-style

painting was auctioned off

at the Spring Event. The

winner of the live auction

was Julie Foster.  Ms.

Forster serves on the

Memories for Kids

Governing Board and is a

long-time supporter. Her

acquisition of the painting

is a testament to her

continued kindness and

generosity.

This painting raised $5,000

in support of the mission of

Memories for Kids.

SPRING EVENT
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P E D R O  F A M I L Y  H O N O R E D

SPRING EVENT



TRIVIA NIGHT

The Memories for Kids Guild hosted the 4th Annual Trivia Night
on January 19th.  Participants compete for bragging rights
answering tr ivia questions from Mike Monday of Monday Night
Games.   This event has proven to be a fun fr iend-raiser for
Memories for Kids.
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T h e  P a p i l l i o n  J u n i o r  W o m e n ’ s  C l u b
a w a r d e d  a  g r a n t  t o  M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s
f o r  $ 7 5 0  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  p r o v i d e
f i n g e r p r i n t  n e c k l a c e s  a n d  o t h e r
k e e p s a k e  i t e m s  t o  c h i l d r e n  f a c i n g  t h e
l o s s  o f  a  p a r e n t  d u e  t o  s t a g e  I V
c a n c e r .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t !

P A P I L L I O N  J U N I O R  W O M A N ' S  C L U B

I n  A p r i l ,  t h e  C h i p o t l e  a t  8 0 8  N o r t h
1 0 2 n d  S t r e e t ,  i n  O m a h a ,  d o n a t e d  $ 1 2 2
f r o m  d a i l y  s a l e s .  T h e  r e v e n u e
g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h i s  O m a h a  C h i p o t l e
b r a n c h  i s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
r e s t a u r a n t ' s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d i n g
d e l i c i o u s  f o o d  a n d  a  p o s i t i v e  d i n i n g
e x p e r i e n c e .

C H I P O T L E  F U N D R A I S E R
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT

T h e  B e l l e v u e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y
c o l l e c t e d  d o n a t i o n s  f o r  M e m o r i e s  f o r
K i d s  o v e r  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n .  T h e s e
i t e m s  w i l l  h e l p  f i l l  b a c k p a c k s  w i t h
f u n  i t e m s  f o r  k i d s  t r a v e l i n g  t o  m a k e
m e m o r i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  f i g h t i n g
s t a g e  I V  c a n c e r .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  J e s s i c a
a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  a n d  a l l  o f  t h o s e  w h o
d o n a t e d ! !

B E L L E V U E  U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R Y

T h e  R u n z a  l o c a t i o n  a t  1 0 5 0 5  P a c i f i c
S t r e e t ,  i n  O m a h a ,  d o n a t e d  $ 4 0 0  f r o m
s a l e s  d u r i n g  a  o n e - d a y  f u n d r a i s e r .  I t
w a s  h e a r t w a r m i n g  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o m e
t o g e t h e r  t o  s u p p o r t  a  g r e a t  c a u s e .

R U N Z A



T A G G  w o r k s  w i t h  m a n y  a m a z i n g  l o c a l
b u s i n e s s e s  w h o  d o n a t e  a  p e r c e n t a g e
o f  p u r c h a s e s  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ' s  n o n -
p r o f i t  o f  c h o i c e !

T A G G  f r o m  a n y  d e v i c e ,  u p l o a d
r e c e i p t s  a n d  s e l e c t e d  M e m o r i e s  f o r
K i d s  a s  y o u r  d o n a t i o n  d i r e c t i v e !  T A G G
d o n a t e d  $ 7 7  t o  M F K  i n  2 0 2 3 .

T A G G  -  T O G E T H E R  A  G R E A T E R  G O O D

G I V I N G  T U E S D A Y . . . G I V I N G  M E M O R I E S !
G i v i n g  T u e s d a y  a m p l i f i e d  d o n a t i o n s
t h a n k s  t o  a m a z i n g  c o m m u n i t y
s u p p o r t .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  W O W T  6  N e w s
a n d  S h a r e  O m a h a !  f o r  s h a r i n g  a
g l i m p s e  i n t o  h o w  M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s
t r a n s f o r m s  f a m i l i e s ’  l i v e s  - -  o n e
m e m o r y  a t  a  t i m e .   
T o t a l  D o n a t i o n s  =  $ 5 , 3 0 3

G I V I N G  T U E S D A Y
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT

DETURK FAMILY  -  WOWT FEATURED FAMILY
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ADVISORY BOARDS

T h e  Youth  Adv isory  Board  c o n s i s t s  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l
s t u d e n t s  w h o  p o s s e s s  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  a s s i s t i n g
M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s  i n  c r e a t i n g  u n f o r g e t t a b l e
m e m o r i e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a v e  a  p a r e n t  w i t h  s t a g e
I V  c a n c e r .  T h e  Y A B  B o a r d  c o n s i s t s  o f  m e m b e r s  f r o m
t h e  O m a h a  c o m m u n i t y  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s c h o o l s :  

M a r i a n  H i g h  S c h o o l
W e s t s i d e  H i g h  S c h o o l
E l k h o r n  S o u t h  H i g h  S c h o o l
E l k h o r n  N o r t h  H i g h  S c h o o l
C r e i g h t o n  P r e p a r a t o r y  H i g h  S c h o o l
M o u n t  M i c h a e l  B e n e d i c t i n e  S c h o o l
M i l l a r d  W e s t  H i g h  S c h o o l
R o n c a l l i  H i g h  S c h o o l

T h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  B o a r d  b y  e l e c t i n g
o f f i c e r s ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a g e n d a s ,  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g
m e e t i n g s  u t i l i z i n g  R o b e r t s  R u l e s  o f  O r d e r .  T h e  B o a r d
a l s o  p l a n s  a n d  e x e c u t e s  a  f u n d r a i s e r  f o r  M e m o r i e s
f o r  K i d s .  T h i s  c o m i n g  f a l l ,  t h e  Y A B  i s  p l a n n i n g  t h e i r
f i r s t  d o d g e b a l l  t o u r n a m e n t .  P r e v i o u s  y e a r s  t h i s
g r o u p  h a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  S t e p s  A r o u n d  t h e  W o r l d  a n d
F o o t g o l f  f u n d r a i s e r s .   

YOUTH AND COLLEGE

T h e  Col lege  Adv isory  Board  i s  a  b r a n d - n e w
g r o u p  o f  a l m o s t  1 0 0  y o u n g  a d u l t s  a t  C r e i g h t o n
U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h o  a r e  e a g e r  t o  b r i n g  a w a r e n e s s
a n d  f u n d r a i s i n g  t o  M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s .

T h e  C A B  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  M F K  i s  a n  i n c r e d i b l y
i m p o r t a n t  c a u s e ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  u s e
t h e i r  s k i l l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  
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TOP GOLF FOR A TOP CAUSE 

T h e  T o p g o l f  e v e n t  o n  O c t o b e r  1 5 t h  w a s  a  g r e a t

s u c c e s s ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  1 4  t e a m s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .

I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  o u r  s u p p o r t e r s  o n  t h e

g r e e n ,  s w i n g i n g  t h e i r  c l u b s  a n d  h a v i n g  a  g r e a t

t i m e  w h i l e  r a i s i n g  f u n d s  f o r  M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s .  

TOTAL RAISED $16,450 
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TRIBUTE CAMPAIGN

P a y i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  i n s p i r i n g  a n d
i n f l u e n t i a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  a  n o b l e
e n d e a v o r .  M e m o r i e s  f o r  K i d s
A n n u a l  T r i b u t e  C a m p a i g n  i s  a
u n i q u e  w a y  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  a
l o v e d  o n e ,  c a r e g i v e r ,  o r
c h a m p i o n .  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  s u p p o r t
f a m i l i e s  c o p i n g  w i t h  c a n c e r  b y
p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  a  m u c h -
n e e d e d  b r e a k .

D o n o r s  h o n o r  o r  r e m e m b e r
s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  h a d  a  p o s i t i v e
i m p a c t  o n  t h e i r  l i v e s  o r  o t h e r s .
T r i b u t e s  a r e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  o n
o u r  T r i b u t e  P a g e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t
o u r  S p r i n g  E v e n t .  W e  c e l e b r a t e
t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e s e  r e m a r k a b l e
i n d i v i d u a l s .

T O T A L

D E D I C A T E D
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